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Elder Glenn Blanchard
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Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 727-3557

PASTOR'S LETTER &5

Wefinally had our first meeting in our new building. Friday,
the 24" of February, we began hosting the Florida
Fellowship Meeting. That was our first meeting, and it
couldn’t have been better!

Elder Harold Stumbaugh from Russellville, Arkansas,
preached the first message and set the tone for the rest of
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Elder Harold Sumbaugh, pastor of Point RemovePBC in
Russdlville, AR, led off thepreaching at the 2006 Florida
Fellowship Meetingin Winter Garden, FL.

the meeting. At the conclusion of that service Brother Joey
Porter came forward and asked for a home in the church.
Brother Joey is 8 years old and has been talking about
joining for several weeks. Sister Rebecca Roberts and her
crew did an outstanding job of taking care of the meals.
Sister Rebeccaisstill in high school, but sure knows how to
handlefeedingacrowd. SistersDonnalLawrenceand Elaine
Gervasoni provided for and/or arranged the beautiful floral
arrangements for the front of the church and the stage area.
Several sisters and brothers worked on setting up the
bathrooms, kitchen area and fellowship hall the week
preceeding the meeting — the McSwain’'s and the Warren
Family, Brother Otisand Sister Zelma Trotter, Sister Jackie
Watkins, the Ortega Family, the Batten's, and Brother Luke
Lawrence.

Brothers Jerry Winterstein and Michael Lopez came down
from the Atlanta area to help us with some trim work and
ended up doing alarge variety of jobsfor us. Brother Jerry
stayed for four weeks and isthe reason we finished on time.
Brothers Bill McSwain and Rodney Roberts from Winter
Garden PBC put in untold hours dealing with the city,
subcontractors, and construction suppliers. Without them
the building probably would not have been completed before
July!

The building is completed and the Florida Fellowship went
better than | expected. Everyone present commented on
the wonderful sermons that were preached and how
beautiful our new church buildingis. Yes, God still performs
miracles. We thank Him for Hisintercession on our behalf.



New Hope Newsletter
Hymn of the Month

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

“Love divine, all love excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down;
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling;

All Thy faithful mercies crown!”

-Charles Wesley (1707-1788)-

As we sing one of the six thousand hymns he wrote, we
might wonder if Charles Wesley ever got out of his study.
But for most of hislife, hewasatraveling preacher. Assoon
as he reached an inn, he would rush in and ask for a pen and
ink to write down the hymn he had composed. Histhoughts
forever were on Jesus, the divine love, the joy of heaven.

[Thisison p. 60 in Old School Hymnal #11, p. 57 in Old
School Hymnal #12, p. 385 in Primitive Baptist Hymnal, and
p. 495in Good Old Songs].
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Appointments for Elder Blanchard

March 25-26, Shiloh PBC, Loganville, GA
For moreinfo: Elder Ken Still
770-466-8789

April 7-9, Harmony PBC, Donaldson, AR
For moreinfo: Elder Sonny Phelan
501-337-1115

April 14-15, Palm Bethel PBC, West Palm Beach, FL
For more info: Elder Bryce Lowrance
561-471-9414

April 20-21, Attending Little River Assn., Canton, GA
Shoal Creek PBC, Canton, GA

For moreinfo: Elder Randall Cagle

770-630-7150

April 21-23, Zion Rest PBC, Jasper, AL
For moreinfo: Elder CharlesKitchens
205-384-4831

Bro. MikeL opez of Camp Creek PBCin Lilburn, Georgia, with Elder Harold Hunt and hiswife, Sis. Dorisat the 2006 Florida
Fellowship Meetingin Winter Garden, Florida. Wethank you again, Bro. Mike, for all your help in getting our building ready.
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Taking Physicians for Granted

-Copied from The Moriah Church Newsletter, Volume |,
Issue: November 2004, Elder Dolph Painter, Pastor-

When was the last time you stopped to consider the times
we live in terms of medical advances? Suppose we could
bring a 1904 doctor forward and give him atour of Athens
Regional Hospital. Surely the advances in technology and
pharmacol ogy would astound him.

An eighteen-year-old member of our church recently
suffered appendicitis. In 1904 the young man might have
died. In 1954 the young man would have faced major
surgery and five to six weeks recovery. But, a few weeks
ago theyoung man'’s appendix was removed through asmall
hole, and he was up and about in afew days. We are such
ablessed people.

As | think of my brethren, | picture the brother who had
undergone bypass surgery, the sister who uses a
breathing apparatus, the toddler who with antibi otics fought
off pneumonia, and theinfant who needed ibuprofen to thwart

Bro. Bill McSwain with handsfull and on thego, asusual, a 105 degree fever. _The probgbility of full recovery from
workingto get everythingin donein timefor theFlorida any of these events is much higher today than it was 100
Fellowship meeting. years ago. Don’t get me wrong, we still serve a great God

who answers prayer — 2 Kings 20:1-6. Sometimes He uses

b o e

Elder Glenn Blanchard (L) with Sis. Elizabeth and Bro. Jerry Winterstein at our Fellowship meeting. Thanksagain Bro. Jerry for
coming down from Camp Creek PBC and helping usget our buildingready. God blessyou bath!
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Physicians.... (Cont. from page 3) From a True Alabamian

earthly means to answer those prayers. We are blessed
despite our lack of thankfulness. If we can admit to the
medical advances we take for granted, surely we can admit
to [a] great Physician we so take for granted. Not simply
because He blessed us with all these medical advances, but
because He directs every beat of our heart and controls
every breath from our lungs. Maybethe next timeyou reach
into the medicine cabinet you will say thank you for medical
gains. But even more so, maybe the next time you wake
you will say, “ Thank you, Lord,” for every breath and every
beat He oversaw during the night — | Thes. 5:18.

Here are some ways to know if you're a true Alabamian:

1. You can properly pronounceArab, Opelika,
Lafayette, Oneonta, and Eufaula.

2. Youthink peoplewho complain about the heat in
their states are sissies.

3. Atornado-warning sirenisyour signal togooutin
the yard and look for afunnel.

4. You know that the true value of aparking spaceis
not determined by the distance to the door, but by
the availability of shade.

5. Storesdon’t have bags or shopping carts, they have
sacks and buggies.

6. You've seen people wear bib overalls at funerals.

7. You think everyone from a bigger city has an accent.

8.  You measure distance in minutes.

9. Yougotothelakebecauseyouthinkitislikegoing
to the ocean.

10. You listen to the weather forecast before picking
out an outfit.

11. Someone you know has used afootball scheduleto
plan hiswedding date.

12. You have known someone who has a belt buckle
bigger than your fist.

13. Youaren't surprised to find movierental,
ammuntion, beer, and bait al in the same store.

Bro. David Warren (L) of Winter Garden PBC with 14. A Mercedes Benz isn't a status symbol. A Chevy
Bro.Art Suber of Zion PBC in Brunswick, Geor gia. Silverado Extended Bed Crew Cab is.

—
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Someof themany young folksat Winter Garden, PBC.
They wer eall abig help throughout the 2006 Florida Fellowship Meeting. Thank you!
4
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True Alabamian ... (Cont. from page 4)

15. You know everything goes better with Ranch.

16. You learned how to shoot a gun before you learned
how to multiply.

16. You actually get these jokesand are “fixin'” to send
them to your friends. Finaly...

17. You are 100% Alabamian if you have ever had this
conversation: “You wanna Coke?’ “Yeah.” “What
kind?" “Dr. Pepper.”

-Submitted viaemail by Jackie Watkins-

Bro. Rodney Roberts(L) and Bro. Carroall Phillipsof Winter
Garden PBC. Thank you both for all your hard work!

Applicant’s Qualifications Not What They Mean

One of the toughest tasks a church facesis choosing agood
minister. A member of an official board undergoing this
painful process finally lost patience. He d watched the
Pastoral Relations Committee reject applicant after
applicant for some fault, alleged or otherwise. It wastime
for abit of soul-searching on the part of the committee. So,
he stood up and read a letter purporting to be from another
applicant.

“Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, | should
liketo apply for theposition. | havemany qudifications...I’ve
been a preacher with much success and also some success
as awriter. Some say I’'m a good organizer. |I've been a
leader most places I've been. I'm over 50 years of age. |
have never preached in one place for more than three years.
In some places | have left town after my work has caused
riotsand disturbances. | must admit | have beeninjail three
or four times, but not because of any real wrongdoing. My
health is not too good, though | still get a great deal done.
The churches | have preached in have been small, though
located in severa large cities. |I've not got along well with

April 2006

religious leaders in towns where | have preached. In fact,
some have threatened me and even attacked me physically.
| am not too good at keeping records. | have been known to
forget whom | have baptized. However, if you can use me,
| shall do my best for you.”

The board member looked over at the committee. “Well,
what do you think? Shall we call him?”’

The good church folks were aghast. Call an unhealthy,
trouble-making, absent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the board
member crazy? Who signed that application? Who had
such colossal nerve? The board member eyed them all keenly
before he answered, “It's signed, ‘the Apostle Paul.’”

Elder GusHarter (L) and Elder Glenn Blanchard. Bro. Gus
cameall theway from the Philipinesto bewith usfor the
Florida Fellowship meeting. Weenjoyed hearing him preach
again and pray for continued blessingson him, hisfamily and
their ongoingwork in the Philipines.

One Hundred Points

A man dies and goes to heaven. Of course, St. Peter meets
him at the Pearly Gates.

St. Peter says, “Here’'s how it works. You need 100 points
tomakeitinto heaven. Youtell meall thegood thingsyou' ve
done, and I'll give you a certain number of points for each
item, depending on how good it was. When you reach 100
points, yougetin.”

“Okay,” the man says, “I was married to the same woman
for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my heart.”

That'swonderful,” says St. Peter, “that’ sworth three points!”
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Points...(Cont. from page 5)

“Three points?’ hesays. “Well, | attended church all my life
and supported its ministry with my tithe and service.”

“Terrific!” says St. Peter. “That's certainly worth a point.”

“Onepoint!” “| started asoup kitchenin my city and worked
in a shelter for homeless veterans.”

“Fantastic, that’s good for two more points,” he says.

“Two points!” Exasperated, theman cries. “At thisratethe
only way I'll get into heaven is by the grace of God.”

“Bingo, 100 points!”

We often try to fix problems with WD-40 and duct tape.
God diditwithanail.

Elder Paul Trautner and hiswife, Sis. Patsy at the2006 Florida
Fellowship M eeting. Good to seeyou both again!

Lettersfrom Afar

Elder Blanchard,

| enjoy your newsletter and have hopes someday of
visiting your church at Winter Garden. | share your paper
with others. We meet at Piney Grove in Alabama. | am a
member at Tyler PBC in Tyler, Texas. | have moved to be
closeto my children. | havelost my wifeand two sonsinthe
last 5 and ahalf years. Takethissmall donation and useit as
you seefit. Blessyou & yours.

Brother Alfred Blevins, Venus, TX

Dear Elder Glenn,

Just to let you know we look forward to receiving
the “New Hope Newsletter,” each issue. To lend our
support asyou pastor the flock at Winter Garden, please use
thissmall contribution in any manner you feel called to do.
Fondly, InChristianlove,

Marion & Elnora Paitsel, Vinton, VA

April 2006

Dear Elder Blanchard,

We enjoy getting the newsl etter and we' re glad your
new building isnearly completed. Pleasefind enclosed check
to help with expenses. Thank you so much, With love,

George & Mary Ann Conner, Roanoke, VA

L1

Elder ThomasBond and hiswife, Sis. Elaineat the2006 Florida
Fellowship M eeting. Soglad you could makeit!

Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church Meeting

TheLordwilling, Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Churchin Cozad,
NE will host another fellowship meeting in 2006. We have
set the time for that meeting for the 2™ weekend in June
(June 8-11).

The schedule for worship services will be asfollows:
Thursday at 6:30 PM (Supper and Singing)

Friday at 10:00AM; 1:30 PM & 7:30 PM

Saturday at 10:00 AM; 1:30 PM & 7:30 PM

Sunday at 10:00AM

We desire to accommodate as many of our visitors in our
homes as we can. However, for your convenience there
are severa hotelsin Cozad and the surrounding area.

CircleSMotel, 440 S. Meridian, Cozad, NE, 308-784-2290
or 800-237-5852

Travel Inn, 501 S. Lake, Gothenburg, NE, 308-537-3638
Motel 6, 809 S. Meridian, Cozad, NE, 308-784-4900

Super 8, 401 Platte River Drive, Gothenburg, NE,
308-537-2684

Holiday Inn Express, 2605 Plum Creek Parkway, L exington,
NE, 308-324-9900 or 866-669-9731

Super 8, 104 East River Road, Lexington, NE, 308-324-7434

For more information contact: Elder Thomas E. Bond, PO.






