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Winter Garden Primitive Baptist Church
P.O. Box 771048
Winter Garden, FL 34777
(407) 656-7007

Elder Glenn Blanchard
2600 S. Diplomat Drive

Melbourne, FL 32901
(321) 727-3557

Services: Sundays 10:30 a.m.
943 W. Story Rd, Winter Garden, FL 34787

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study: Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.
Winter Garden Web Site w/Real Audio Sermons and Newsletters:  www.wintergardenpbc.com

Newsletter (hard copy/email) - Subscribe/Change Address/Cancel: newsletter@wintergardenpbc.com
Tape Ministry - Subscribe/Change Address/Cancel: tapes@wintergardenpbc.com

Pastor - pastor@wintergardenpbc.com
Donations - www.wintergardenpbc.com/donations

PPPPPASTORASTORASTORASTORASTOR’S LETTER ’S LETTER ’S LETTER ’S LETTER ’S LETTER !
We finally had our first meeting in our new building.  Friday,
the 24th of February, we began hosting the Florida
Fellowship Meeting.  That was our first meeting, and it
couldn’t have been better!

Elder Harold Stumbaugh from Russellville, Arkansas,
preached the first message and set the tone for the rest of

the meeting.  At the conclusion of that service Brother Joey
Porter came forward and asked for a home in the church.
Brother Joey is 8 years old and has been talking about
joining for several weeks.  Sister Rebecca Roberts and her
crew did an outstanding job of taking care of the meals.
Sister Rebecca is still in high school, but sure knows how to
handle feeding a crowd.  Sisters Donna Lawrence and Elaine
Gervasoni provided for and/or arranged the beautiful floral
arrangements for the front of the church and the stage area.
Several sisters and brothers worked on setting up the
bathrooms, kitchen area and fellowship hall the week
preceeding the meeting – the McSwain’s and the Warren
Family, Brother Otis and Sister Zelma Trotter, Sister Jackie
Watkins,  the Ortega Family, the Batten’s, and Brother Luke
Lawrence.

Brothers Jerry Winterstein and Michael Lopez came down
from the Atlanta area to help us with some trim work and
ended up doing a large variety of jobs for us.  Brother Jerry
stayed for four weeks and is the reason we finished on time.
Brothers Bill McSwain and Rodney Roberts from Winter
Garden PBC put in untold hours dealing with the city,
subcontractors, and construction suppliers.  Without them
the building probably would not have been completed before
July!

The building is completed and the Florida Fellowship went
better than I expected.  Everyone present commented on
the wonderful sermons that were preached and how
beautiful our new church building is.  Yes, God still performs
miracles.  We thank Him for His intercession on our behalf.

Elder Harold Stumbaugh, pastor of Point Remove PBC in
Russellville, AR,  led off the preaching at the 2006 Florida

Fellowship Meeting in Winter Garden, FL.
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Hymn of the Month

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

“Love divine, all love excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down;
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling;
All Thy faithful mercies crown!”

-Charles Wesley (1707-1788)-

As we sing one of the six thousand hymns he wrote, we
might wonder if Charles Wesley ever got out of his study.
But for most of his life, he was a traveling preacher.  As soon
as he reached an inn, he would rush in and ask for a pen and
ink to write down the hymn he had composed.  His thoughts
forever were on Jesus, the divine love, the joy of heaven.

[This is on p. 60 in Old School Hymnal #11, p. 57 in Old
School Hymnal #12, p. 385 in Primitive Baptist Hymnal, and
p. 495 in Good Old Songs].

Appointments for Elder Blanchard

March 25-26, Shiloh PBC, Loganville, GA
For more info: Elder Ken Still
770-466-8789

April 7-9, Harmony PBC, Donaldson, AR
For more info: Elder Sonny Phelan
501-337-1115

April 14-15, Palm Bethel PBC, West Palm Beach, FL
For more info: Elder Bryce Lowrance
561-471-9414

April 20-21, Attending Little River Assn., Canton, GA
Shoal Creek PBC, Canton, GA
For more info: Elder Randall Cagle
770-630-7150

April 21-23, Zion Rest PBC, Jasper, AL
For more info: Elder Charles Kitchens
205-384-4831

Bro. Mike Lopez of Camp Creek PBC in Lilburn, Georgia, with Elder Harold Hunt and his wife, Sis. Doris at the 2006 Florida
Fellowship Meeting in Winter Garden, Florida.  We thank you again, Bro. Mike, for all your help in getting our building ready.
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Taking Physicians for Granted

-Copied from The Moriah Church Newsletter, Volume I,
Issue: November 2004, Elder Dolph Painter, Pastor-

When was the last time you stopped to consider the times
we live in terms of medical advances?  Suppose we could
bring a 1904 doctor forward and give him a tour of Athens
Regional Hospital.  Surely the advances in technology and
pharmacology would astound him.

An eighteen-year-old member of our church recently
suffered appendicitis.  In 1904 the young man might have
died.  In 1954 the young man would have faced major
surgery and five to six weeks recovery.  But, a few weeks
ago the young man’s appendix was removed through a small
hole, and he was up and about in a few days.  We are such
a blessed people.

As I think of my brethren, I picture the brother who had
undergone bypass surgery, the sister who uses a
breathing apparatus, the toddler who with antibiotics fought
off pneumonia, and the infant who needed ibuprofen to thwart
a 105 degree fever.  The probability of full recovery from
any of these events is much higher today than it was 100
years ago.  Don’t get me wrong, we still serve a great God
who answers prayer – 2 Kings 20:1-6.  Sometimes He uses

Bro. Bill McSwain with hands full and on the go, as usual,
working to get everything in done in time for the Florida

Fellowship meeting.

Elder Glenn Blanchard (L) with Sis. Elizabeth and Bro. Jerry Winterstein at our Fellowship meeting.  Thanks again Bro. Jerry for
coming down from Camp Creek PBC and helping us get our building ready.  God bless you both!



New Hope Newsletter April 2006

4

earthly means to answer those prayers.  We are blessed
despite our lack of thankfulness.  If we can admit to the
medical advances we take for granted, surely we can admit
to [a] great Physician we so take for granted.  Not simply
because He blessed us with all these medical advances, but
because He directs every beat of our heart and controls
every breath from our lungs.  Maybe the next time you reach
into the medicine cabinet you will say thank you for medical
gains.  But even more so, maybe the next time you wake
you will say, “Thank you, Lord,” for every breath and every
beat He oversaw during the night – I Thes. 5:18.

From a True Alabamian

Here are some ways to know if you’re a true Alabamian:

1. You can properly pronounce Arab, Opelika,
Lafayette, Oneonta, and Eufaula.

2. You think people who complain about the heat in
their states are sissies.

3. A tornado-warning siren is your signal to go out in
the yard and look for a funnel.

4. You know that the true value of a parking space is
not determined by the distance to the door, but by
the availability of shade.

5. Stores don’t have bags or shopping carts, they have
sacks and buggies.

6. You’ve seen people wear bib overalls at funerals.
7. You think everyone from a bigger city has an accent.
8. You measure distance in minutes.
9. You go to the lake because you think it is like going

to the ocean.
10. You listen to the weather forecast before picking

out an outfit.
11. Someone you know has used a football schedule to

plan his wedding date.
12. You have known someone who has a belt buckle

bigger than your fist.
13. You aren’t surprised to find movie rental,

ammuntion, beer, and bait all in the same store.
14. A Mercedes Benz isn’t a status symbol. A Chevy

Silverado Extended Bed Crew Cab is.

Physicians .... (Cont. from page 3)

Bro. David Warren (L) of Winter Garden PBC with
Bro. Art Suber of Zion PBC in Brunswick, Georgia.

Some of the many young folks at Winter Garden, PBC.
They were all a big help throughout the 2006 Florida Fellowship Meeting.  Thank you!
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15. You know everything goes better with Ranch.
16. You learned how to shoot a gun before you learned

how to multiply.
16.   You actually get these jokes and are “fixin’” to send
        them to your friends. Finally...
17.   You are 100% Alabamian if you have ever had this
        conversation: “You wanna Coke?” “Yeah.” “What
        kind?” “Dr. Pepper.”

-Submitted via email by Jackie Watkins-

Applicant’s Qualifications Not What They Mean

One of the toughest tasks a church faces is choosing a good
minister.  A member of an official board undergoing this
painful process finally lost patience.  He’d watched the
Pastoral Relations Committee reject applicant after
applicant for some fault, alleged or otherwise.  It was time
for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the committee.  So,
he stood up and read a letter purporting to be from another
applicant.

“Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should
like to apply for the position.  I have many qualifications...I’ve
been a preacher with much success and also some success
as a writer.  Some say I’m a good organizer.  I’ve been a
leader most places I’ve been.  I’m over 50 years of age.  I
have never preached in one place for more than three years.
In some places I have left town after my work has caused
riots and disturbances.  I must admit I have been in jail three
or four times, but not because of any real wrongdoing.  My
health is not too good, though I still get a great deal done.
The churches I have preached in have been small, though
located in several large cities.  I’ve not got along well with

religious leaders in towns where I have preached.  In fact,
some have threatened me and even attacked me physically.
I am not too good at keeping records.  I have been known to
forget whom I have baptized.  However, if you can use me,
I shall do my best for you.”

The board member looked over at the committee.  “Well,
what do you think?  Shall we call him?”

The good church folks were aghast.  Call an unhealthy,
trouble-making, absent-minded ex-jailbird?  Was the board
member crazy?  Who signed that application?  Who had
such colossal nerve?  The board member eyed them all keenly
before he answered, “It’s signed, ‘the Apostle Paul.’”

One Hundred Points

A man dies and goes to heaven.  Of course, St. Peter meets
him at the Pearly Gates.

St. Peter says, “Here’s how it works.  You need 100 points
to make it into heaven.  You tell me all the good things you’ve
done, and I’ll give you a certain number of points for each
item, depending on how good it was.  When you reach 100
points, you get in.”

“Okay,” the man says, “I was married to the same woman
for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my heart.”

That’s wonderful,” says St. Peter, “that’s worth three points!”

True Alabamian ... (Cont. from page 4)

Bro. Rodney Roberts (L) and Bro. Carroll Phillips of Winter
Garden PBC.  Thank you both for all your hard work!

Elder Gus Harter (L) and Elder Glenn Blanchard.  Bro. Gus
came all the way from the Philipines to be with us for the

Florida Fellowship meeting.  We enjoyed hearing him preach
again and pray for continued blessings on him, his family and

their ongoing work in the Philipines.
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Points...(Cont. from page 5)

“Three points?” he says. “Well, I attended church all my life
and supported its ministry with my tithe and service.”

“Terrific!” says St. Peter.  “That’s certainly worth a point.”

“One point!”  “I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked
in a shelter for homeless veterans.”

 “Fantastic, that’s good for two more points,” he says.

 “Two points!” Exasperated, the man cries.  “At this rate the
only way I’ll get into heaven is by the grace of God.”

 “Bingo, 100 points!”

We often try to fix problems with WD-40 and duct tape.
God did it with a nail.

Letters from Afar

Elder Blanchard,
I enjoy your newsletter and have hopes someday of

visiting your church at Winter Garden.  I share your paper
with others.  We meet at Piney Grove in Alabama.  I am a
member at Tyler PBC in Tyler, Texas.  I have moved to be
close to my children.  I have lost my wife and two sons in the
last 5 and a half years.  Take this small donation and use it as
you see fit.  Bless you & yours.

Brother Alfred Blevins, Venus, TX

Dear Elder Glenn,
Just to let you know we look forward to receiving

the “New Hope Newsletter,” each issue.  To lend our
support as you pastor the flock at Winter Garden, please use
this small contribution in any manner you feel called to do.
Fondly,  In Christian love,

Marion & Elnora Paitsel, Vinton, VA

Dear Elder Blanchard,
We enjoy getting the newsletter and we’re glad your

new building is nearly completed.  Please find enclosed check
to help with expenses.  Thank you so much, With love,

George & Mary Ann Conner, Roanoke, VA

Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church Meeting

The Lord willing, Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church in Cozad,
NE will host another fellowship meeting in 2006.  We have
set the time for that meeting for the 2nd weekend in June
(June 8-11).

The schedule for worship services will be as follows:
Thursday at 6:30 PM (Supper and Singing)
Friday at 10:00 AM; 1:30 PM & 7:30 PM
Saturday at 10:00 AM; 1:30 PM & 7:30 PM
Sunday at 10:00 AM

We desire to accommodate as many of our visitors in our
homes as we can.  However, for your convenience there
are several hotels in Cozad and the surrounding area.

Circle S Motel, 440 S. Meridian, Cozad, NE, 308-784-2290
or 800-237-5852
Travel Inn, 501 S. Lake, Gothenburg, NE, 308-537-3638
Motel 6, 809 S. Meridian, Cozad, NE, 308-784-4900
Super 8, 401 Platte River Drive, Gothenburg, NE,
308-537-2684
Holiday Inn Express, 2605 Plum Creek Parkway, Lexington,
NE, 308-324-9900 or 866-669-9731
Super 8, 104 East River Road, Lexington, NE, 308-324-7434

For more information contact: Elder Thomas E. Bond, P.O.

Elder Paul Trautner and his wife, Sis. Patsy at the 2006 Florida
Fellowship Meeting.  Good to see you both again!

Elder Thomas Bond and his wife, Sis. Elaine at the 2006 Florida
Fellowship Meeting.  So glad you could make it!




